Intergenerational Planning Team for the Conference

Suzanne Nash, Event

Planner

Suzanne Nash (Bois Forte Ojibwe) is the
Return to First Medicines Project
Coordinator. Suzanne has over 20 years
experience, planning and organizing The
Return to First medicines conference. She has
hosted this gathering at Shakopee
Mdewakanton Sioux, Lower Sioux, Upper
Sioux, Prairie Island, Mille Lacs, Hinkley,
Fond du Lac, Leech Lake, Bois Forte, and
now White Earth.

The vision of these conferences have always
been planned with an Intergenerational
council of Elders, adults, and youth from both
urban and tribal communities. Every year, the
planning team is lead through a guided
visualization session to create the conference
agenda. In previous years, our focus for these
gatherings has been centered on culture,
wellness, food sovereignty, language, and that
water is life. This conference will continue to
evolve and grow for the next generations.




Gina Boudreau

Gina Boudreau is an enrolled member of the
White Earth Band of Ojibwa with a B.A. in
Organizational Management. She has been
the White Earth Public Health Tobacco
Coordinator for a good portion of her going
on 30 years of working for the tribe. Other
work includes other grant management such
as TPWIC Lead which is a CDC grant, chair
of numerus groups past and present and being
a participant in Public Health’s Accreditation.
White Earth is the 8" tribe in the nation to
receive this distinction.

Gio Antell Cerise

Gio ‘Giiwedini Binesiikwe’ Cerise of the Eagle
Clan, descendant & citizen of White Earth
Nation is an Usui Reiki Master Teacher,
Certified Aromatherapist & lead Switchel
brewer for Hobby Farmer Canning Co. Gio
has her own holistic healing practice,
Giiwe’ode ~ Return to the Heart. Her own
healing journey as an adoptee has brought her
full circle, back to her Ojibwe traditions. Gio
weaves her knowledge of traditional teachings
with other healing modalities to help others
return back to one’s true heart center. Gio
believes when you care for self & spirit, you
heal; bringing you back into healthier
relationships with family, friends and
community.

Nicole Christian

Nicole Christian has been working for the
Indigenous Peoples Task Force since 2019
and joined the Indigi Baby Farm team in
2020.
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https://www.instagram.com/giiweode.returntotheheart/
https://www.instagram.com/giiweode.returntotheheart/

Linda Eagle Speaker

* Dually enrolled member of Kainai
(Blackfoot) First Nations, Alberta
Canada and member of the Blackfeet
tribe located in Montana

« Mother of two biological sons, six
traditionally adopted sons and three
traditional adopted daughter

« Grandmother of sixteen grandchildren

o 7th Generation Blackfeet Ceremonial
Herbalist

« Resides in Minneapolis, Minnesota

Pam Gokey

Pam Gokey nindizhinidaaz

Iwork at the American Indian Family Center
asthe youth service manager and serve on
several Elder Advisory Councils within the
Twin Cities. I am a Grandma, a Mom, and an
Auntie not only to my biological family, but
also to the community I serve and love.
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Deon Kirby

Deon Kirby is an Afro-Indigenous, Latino,
LGBTQ+ Community organizer and

advocate from Saint Paul, Minnesota. As
Community Engagement Coordinator with
the Indigenous Peoples Task Force, he
supports HIV prevention initiatives through
community engagement, education, and
culturally responsive outreach. A Gay Men of
Color Fellow with NMAC for the past two
years, Deon is passionate about advancing
health equity and strengthening Indigenous
and LGBTQ+ communities. He coordinated
the Two-Spirit Powwow in 2025 and 2026
and continues to create spaces that honor
Indigenous culture, identity, and wellness.
Currently a student, Deon brings lived
experience, community leadership, and a deep
commitment to uplifting historically
underserved communities as a member of the
planning committee for the Return of the First
Medicines Conference.

Mat Pendleton

Va & &4

Mat Pendleton (Wakiyan Waste' 7Good
Thunder, Bdewakantunwan Dakota) is the
MNDNR Dakota Relations Liaison. He is a
proud husband to Jenna Pendleton, a father of
eight. His passion is keeping traditional
Dakota art forms, and practicing porcupine
quill work, Cansasa (traditional tobacco)
harvesting and preparation, and canoe
(dugout and birchbark) making, and
reconnecting youth to Dakota values and life
ways.
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Coco Villaluz

(Hidatsa/Assiniboine/Chamorro), Deputy
Director at the American Indian Cancer
Foundation, brings over two decades of
expertise in community

engagement, empowerment, and

mobilization. A champion for cultural

revitalization through art and

storytelling, CoCo collaborates across

local, national, tribal, and international
platforms to prioritize Indigenous

health, particularly regarding traditional
tobacco use.

CoCo leverages diverse art forms to drive
cancer prevention efforts, promote the
importance of traditional tobacco, and educate
communities. Her work extends to policy
advocacy and community change initiatives
with the long-term vision of fostering holistic
cultural wellness for future generations.

Allison Waukau

Allison M. Waukau (Menominee/Navajo)
resides in Minneapolis, Minnesota, and serves
as a Tribal Liaison. She is a dedicated

member of the American Indian Library
Association and co-hosted the Books Are

Good Medicine podcast, which supports
educators and libraries in learning about

Native American books and materials.

Allison's work focuses on amplifying Native
voices and perspectives. She is a proud

mother, auntie, daughter, and sister.
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